                                                                   
Study circle on : Mahashivarathiri Celebration

Why celebrate the Shivarathiri??

· Yagna during this festival allows the divine energy to be absorbed and and spark for those partaking  the yagna.

· A great day to accumulate great merit for life after.

· Fasting and keeping vigil controls the body and prepares the mind to be totally immersed in divine consciousness to receive higher grace.

· Constant chanting of the lords name and focus on the form,  ignites the spark of divinity within and increases positive vibration in a person.

" With the crescent moon dancing, 
The matted locks waving, 
The cool waters of the Ganga flowing between, 
With the eye in the middle of the forehead shining, 
The purple neck gleaming like the sheen of a black berry, 
Wearing serpent-bracelets, and a snake skin belt, 
The entire body smeared with Vibhuti, 
With the forehead adorned with kumkum dot, 
Lips ruddied by the juice of the betel, 
Gold embellished diamond ear rings dangling, 
With the whole swarthy body glowing, 
The Lord of Kailasa appeared in person." 
(Telugu Poem)

Magnetic power is present everywhere. The air, the water, the food, the sound, everything is suffused with magnetic power. On deep enquiry you will know that magnetic power has no limitations. 

Man goes on pilgrimages in search of God, as he is ignorant of his latent divine power. One who recognises the latent divine power need not undertake any such spiritual practice. 

The one who drives a car should also have the ability to control it. If he has no control over the vehicle he is driving, he is sure to meet with accident. Man should be able to control his senses to maintain his inborn magnetic power. Man's life will be redeemed only when he understands the principle of his body. 

If you consider the body to be a cause of worry, it will be so. On the other hand, if you consider it as sacred, it will be a source of happiness for you. In fact, there is nothing bad in God's creation. Everything is sacred and full of magnetic power. Body is like a temple with magnetic power. So, whatever actions you undertake should be sacred. When you do unrighteous activities, you have to face the consequences. 

Spiritual practices like Japa and Dhyana confer only mental satisfaction. They cannot reveal the magnetic power. There are nine paths of devotion. They are: 

Sravanam (listening), 

Kirtanam (singing), 

Vishnusmaranam (contemplating on Vishnu), 

Padasevanam (serving His Lotus Feet),

 Vandanam (salutation), 

Archanam (worship), 

Dasyam (servitude), 

Sneham (friendship), 

Atmanivedanam (Self-surrender). 

Atmanivedanam comes only after Sneham. Hence, you should try to cultivate the friendship of God. Without Sneham, you cannot reach the state of Atmanivedanam. Until you reach Atmanivedanam, you cannot understand the all-pervasive principle of divine magnetic power. Whatever activity you do, magnetic power is the basis. 

JAI SAI RAM!!!

