Onam

N:  Mahabali was the grandson of the great Prahlada. He was a great king and he belonged to the Asura clan.  He fought so many wars and finally managed to defeat Indra, Lord of the devas and invaded much of  Indra’s land.  In the scene u are abt to see, u find a very upset Indra complaining abt Mahabali  to his mother. 

Indra: Oh mother, all my land is gone. I have become useless!

Adithi: Why son, what is the cause of your grief ? 

I: It is Mahabali. No body can defeat him. He  has invaded all my land. I have hardly anything left.

N:  Adithi , like all mothers, felt very upset on seeing her son sad. 

A: I shall take a viratham and do severe penance to help my son.

N: Soon she heard a voice

Voice: Oh Adithi, what is it u want?

A: Oh Lord, I want all the lands of my son, Indra  to be returned to him. I want the arrogant Mahabali to be defeated.

Voice : Do not worry. I shall come down and be born as your son. And I shall  help Indra to regain the land he lost.

N: ( Vamana enters) Mahavishnu came down as Vamana. Vamanamurthi was born to Adithi on the 12th day of the bright half of the month of Karthika. Even as a child he showed his divine power by doing marvelous deeds. 

( Mahabali and Shukracharya  enter . They sit and perform the yagna)

N: Now in the scene u are abt to witness, u will find Mahabali  performing the Aswamedha yagna under the guidance of his guru, Shukracharya. 

M: Om Bhur Buvah Swaha Tat Savithur Varenyam….

N:  Vamana goes to he King’s palace. During this yagna, Vamana knew that Mahabali would  give anything that he asked  for.

V: Oh King, I am a Brahmana and I have heard so much abt your generousity.

M: I am indeed  glad to u have chosen to honour me with your presence. U can ask for whatever u desire.

Shukracharya, Mahabali’s minister pulled him aside.

S: Oh king, do not be silly. Do not promise him anything. This is no ordinary boy. I think this is Lord  Narayana  himself. He has come to destroy u. 

M: I will not go back on my promise. Even if this little Brahmin boy is the Lord himself, I am only honoured. U know why? Because the Lord who gives everything is  seeking something from me. The Lord’s hand is below mine! My hand is above. This honour must have been given to me because of my good karmas in my past birth. It is only thro sacrifice that one can attain immortality.

S: It was because of  the yagnas that I told u to perform that u became so powerful and  defeated Indra. And now u are disobeying me, your own guru! Those who do not heed their guru’s words will be reduced to ashes!

M: I am prepared to face the consequences but I can’t go back on my own word.  Life and honour are the 2 eyes of a person. Even if the life goes, honour should be protected!

S:  So be it!

V: Oh King are u thinking of going back on your word?

M: No Vamana, ask for what u desire.

V: Oh u don’t have to give me anything very great!  I just want land covered by my 3 footsteps. 

M: It shall be done.

Vamana’s first step covered the entire world. The second covered the entire universe. 
V: Where shall I put my 3rd step?

M: Oh Lord, I shall offer myself . Put it on my head. But before u do that, grant me a boon.

V: U have indeed pleased me. U can ask for whatever u want.

M: Oh Lord Narayana, I would like to return  every year at this time to visit my beloved subjects, the people of Kerala.

V: Your wish is granted.

 Narrator.: Mahabali is crushed to death by Vishnu’s feet. But altho he  dies his soul merges with Vishnu and the he  attains immortality. The inner significance of this story is once the ego is surrendered one realizes God. So, Mahabali by surrendering himself, became one with God. We realize from this story that it is only  thro’ supreme sacrifice that one attains immortality. Sai Ram.

